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August 3, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

With September 1st approaching fast, I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on our districts’ efforts to effectively 
plan for the upcoming school year. As you know, Executive Order 142 requires public schools to have a return to school plan 
that includes various phases of return.  In phases 1 – 3, public schools are closed and remote learning will be utilized.  
Recently, our elementary sent out a parent survey and according to the data, if we go to phase 3: 

• 79% of elementary parents desire a hybrid approach of online and paper/pencil assignments 
• 14% of elementary parents desire online only 
• 8% of elementary parents desire packets of assignments only 

This data is being used to update our plans from March (under our continuation of learning plan) and in the event we return 
to remote learning, BR-H will be prepared to meet the needs of our families by providing a hybrid approach of delivering 
instruction.   

When the governor issued Executive Order 142 and the Return to School Roadmap, our district immediately went to work.  
Various committees have been formed and are comprised of parents, community members, former students, staff, and 
board members.  These committees have been assigned the responsibility of becoming familiar with the Executive Order, 
analyzing the Roadmap, and making recommendations for our school district.  The official plan will be presented to the Bark 
River-Harris Board of Education for review on August 5th and voted upon on August 12th. 

Currently, our region remains in phase 5.  In phases 4 and 5, schools are open, but various requirements will be implemented 
that are geared at slowing the transmission rates of COVID 19 and keeping our students and staff safe.  By implementing 
various procedures, BR-H will be able to open its’ doors on September 1st and it is our goal to keep our doors open for 
students as long as possible.  However, we recognize that parents and students may be uncomfortable sending their children 
back to school.  In two separate parent surveys, the following data indicates that: 

• In the Elementary – 26% of parents indicated they prefer remote learning and 74% prefer returning face to face 
during this pandemic. 

• In the High School- 24% of parents indicated they are interested in 100% online options during this pandemic. 

With nearly a quarter of our parents desiring to keep their children home, BR-H will be offering two separate programs for 
our K-12 students.  Our online options will be broken down into three categories, K-6, 7-8, and 9-12. 

K-6 Remote Learning – We are creating a remote learning position and assigning Mrs. Leah Miron to this assignment. She will 
work directly with our elementary teachers and elementary parents to provide a blended approach of online learning with 
instructional packets for our parents that do not desire to have their children return to the school this fall.  Mrs. Miron will be 
working very closely with our teachers so that when students are ready to return, the transition will be as smooth as we can 
possibly make it.  If elementary parents would like this option, we ask that they call 466-9981 and inform either Caz 



Palmgren, elementary secretary, or Kelly Erdody, elementary principal. If your call is not answered, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

7-8 Remote Learning – BR-H recognizes the vast differences between elementary students and middle school students.  
Therefore, online options for students in 7th and 8th grade will look differently.  BR-H has several options available for these 
students, including: fully online programming through Edgenuity, options through Google Classroom with our teachers, or 
options available through North Menominee Community Schools.  In order to meet the individualized needs of our students, 
parents of 7th and 8th grade students should call 466-9981 and speak with Joan Richer, Jan Hood, or Darren Bray.  If your call 
is not answered, please leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

9-12 Online Learning – Bark River-Harris High School will be providing opportunities for high school students to earn credits 
online, through our online program.  We are holding a high school parent meeting on August 11th at 6:00 p.m. in the small 
gymnasium to answer questions about athletic eligibility, earning credits, scheduling, academic standards, and other student 
handbook matters.  If you are interested in learning more about this program, we strongly encourage parents to attend this 
informational meeting. 

In closing, our full return to school plan will be finalized shortly and shared with our parents and community via the district 
webpage and Facebook page in the weeks to come.  Now, more than ever, public schools and communities must work 
together in order to navigate through these unchartered waters.  I am attaching a very useful parent guide that has been 
created by our local health department that answers many questions related to COVID 19.  We are very eager to return to 
school and look forward to seeing our students again.   

 
Cordially, 

 

Jason Lockwood, Ed.S 

Bark River-Harris Superintendent. 

 

ATTCH: Parent Guide to Return to School  
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